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Air Quality Planning in Louisville:

1945ςLouisville Smoke 
Commissionestablished

1952ςAir Pollution Control District    
of Jefferson County formed 
(KRS Chapter 77)

1956ςAir pollution control study 
conducted in Rubbertownto 
understand pollution 

1970ςEnvironmental Protection 
Agency(EPA) established

Fourth Street 1943



West Louisville Air Toxics Study 
(WLATS)

Á1-year monitoring study 
(April 2000 to April 2001)

ÁStudy conducted and 
consultant selected by the 
West Jefferson County 
Community Task Force 
(WJCCTF) to interpret the 
data collected

ÁMonitored for 

Á83 Volatile organic 
Compounds (VOCs)

Á63 Semi-VOCs

ÁFormaldehyde, HCl, HF

Á20 metals

ÁResults found:

Á17 carcinogens with risk 
greater than one in a 
million (1x10-6)

www.louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/air_pollution_control_district/documents/

allother/apcd_-_west_louisville_air_toxins_-_2003.pdf

https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/air_pollution_control_district/documents/allother/apcd_-_west_louisville_air_toxins_-_2003.pdf


Strategic Toxic Air Reduction -
STAR

ÁProvides a framework for determining the 
environmental acceptability of toxics

ÁRequires APCD to assess
and address other 
air toxic emissions

ÁRequires companies to
assess and address 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-

district/strategic-toxic-air-reduction-program

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/strategic-toxic-air-reduction-program


Louisville & Air Toxics 

1940s

WWII rubber 
manufacturing:

άwǳōōŜǊǘƻǿƴέ

2000-2001

West 
Louisville 
Air Toxics 

Study 
(WLATS)

2005

Strategic 
Toxic Air 

Reduction 
(STAR) 

Program

2005-2013

University 
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EPA Advance Program Status
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RARE Project
ÁAPCD is supporting an EPA research project 

evaluating Next Generation Emissions 
Measurement (NGEM) technologies

ÁWhat is NGEM? 

ÁAir quality sensors 
(mobile and fixed)  

ÁLower cost gas 
chromatographs 

ÁPassive samplers and 
canister grab samples 

ÁNew source location 
modeling 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/epa-air-
toxics-monitoring-project-louisville

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/epa-air-toxics-monitoring-project-louisville




ÁAir monitoring staff collaborating with researchers to 
integrate APCD air toxics data into project

ÁAdditional staff support for field activities

ÁHosting community 
meetings and air 
research forums

RARE Project



Clearing the Air Workshop Series

Á9t! w!w9 ǘŜŀƳΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ wŜƎƛƻƴ пΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Environmental Justice and Sustainability, provided 
feedback and engagement expertise during 
developmentof the 
initial Clearing the Air 
Workshop Series

ÁIntegral in identifying 
subject matter experts 
for Technical Workshop



Clearing the Air Technical 
Workshop

ÁEPA OAQPS staff came to Louisville 
to provide training on topics 
including: Understanding Risk, EJ 
Screen, Toxics Release Inventory 
(TRI), & BenMap


