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Roadmap for Today

ÁA New Administration -- New Policy Direction

ÁRecent Cases ςPolicy in Action

ïAir Toxics

ïEnergy Extraction

ÁMobile Sources ςA Clear Threat to Air Quality



Enforcement Direction

ÁGoals

ÁPolicy

ÁActions



GOALS

EPAôs Mission: To Protect Human Health and the Environment

Goal 1 ïCore Mission:  Deliver real results to provide Americans 

with clean air, land, and water.

Goal 2 ïCooperative Federalism:  Rebalance the power between 

Washington and the states to create tangible environmental results for 

the American people.

Goal 3 ïRule of Law and Process:  Administer the law, as Congress 

intended, to refocus the Agency on its statutory obligations under the 

law.

FY 2018-2022 Strategic Plan, Public Review Draft, 10/2/2017



Policy

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's FY2018-2022 Strategic Plan 
establishes both cooperative federalism (Goal 2) and compliance with the law 
(Objective 3. 1) as fundamental priorities for the agency. In particular, Objective 
2. 1 states that the EPA will:  'Improve environmental protection through shared 
governance and enhanced collaboration with State, tribal, local, and federal 
partners using the full range of compliance assurance tools." In using our 
compliance assurance tools. Objective 3.1 stresses the need to maintain a level 
playing fieldΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ΨǳƴŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǘƛƭǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ 
economic competition in favor of those that skirt the ƭŀǿΩ  Φ Φ .

Interim OECA Guidance on Enhancing Regional-State Planning and
Communication on Compliance Assurance Work in Authorized States,
January 22, 2018



Recent Actions



Carbon Black Settlements
ÅLodged:December 22, 2017
ÅOrion Engineered Carbons, LLC (Louisiana Coplaintiff);

ÅSid Richardson Carbon and Energy Company; (Louisiana and Texas Coplaintiffs);

ÅColumbian Chemicals Company (Louisiana and Kansas Coplaintiffs).

ÅAlleged Violations:NSR/NNSR, NESHAP and/or SIP violations

ÅControl requirements include: 
ÅInstallation and operation of selective catalytic reduction for NOx; and

ÅLƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘǊȅ ƻǊ ǿŜǘ ŦƭǳŜ Ǝŀǎ ŘŜǎǳƭŦǳǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {hіΦ

ÅMitigation: Varies by settlement.



Air Toxics
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Why Focus on Flares?

ÅTwo major problems: 

ÅCombustion of  gases with low Btu 
content, and/or
ÅOver-Assisting (steam/other) 

ÅPotentially Causing:

ÅIncomplete combustion
ÅSignificant HAP emissions
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ExxonMobil (Olefins)

ÅLodged October 31, 2017 

ÅLouisiana is a Coplaintiff

ÅAlleged Violations:  Claims arise out of operation/modification of industrial flares.
ÅNew Source Review/Prevention of Significant Deterioration (NSR/PSD); 
ÅNSPS and NESHAP;
ÅTitle V and the Title V permits; and
ÅSIP requirements

ÅInjunctive Relief: Covers 26 flares operated at four olefin plants and four polymer 
plants in Texas and Louisiana. 
ÅWaste gas minimization plans for reducing waste flaring. 

ÅRoot cause analysis/corrective actions for significant flaring incidents

ÅFlare gas recovery systems at the petrochemical/olefins facilities
ÅFlare monitoring and control equipment to ensure high combustion efficiency at all 26 flares.

ÅFencelinemonitoring stations to detect the presence of benzene from four of the covered plants.  

ÅFederal SEP and State Mitigation/SEP



EPA Press Release on Exxon Settlement

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ 9t!Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9t! !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ {Ŏƻǘǘ 
tǊǳƛǘǘΦ ά!ǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ 9t! ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
states to address critical environmental issues and improving 
compliance in the regulated community to prevent future violations of 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦέ



Tank Emissions 
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Off-site assessment with GMAP-REQ (EPA has it.)
(Geospatial Measurement of Air Pollution ïRemote Emissions Quantification)

driving path 

wind direction

Spike in CH4 indicates emission

CH4

ÅDrive-by Mapping

ÅPosition vehicle in the plume

ÅAcquire CH4 and wind data for 20 

minutes

ÅPull a 30 second canister sample 

for VOC information
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=42-USC-1582046849-1187675989&term_occur=26&term_src=title:42:chapter:85:subchapter:II:part:A:section:7522

















